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is against the very idea of a gift, committed to the
body of the Church, or abiding in the Church. Ob-
jectors are hard to please; sometimes they imply
dislike of the notion of the gift as delegated to a
ministerial succession, and formally transmitted from
individual to individual, and then, on the contrary, of
its belonging to the Church itself without the inter-
vention of rites of appropriation or definite recipients:
what is this but saying that they will not entertain
the notion of a continuance of miracles at all ? As
to Middleton's objection, it seems directed against
the prophetic anticipation of the times of the Gospel
made to the Jews, as quoted already, that" their sons
and daughters should prophesy, their young men see
visions,'and their old men dream dreams/' quite as
much as against any seeming incongruities and ano-
malies which are found in the early Church.

102. Middleton's complaint, that the Fathers do
not themselves profess a miraculous gift, is echoed
by Gibbon. "It may seem somewhat remarkable,"
he says, "that Bernard of Clairvaux, who records so
many miracles of his friend St. Malachi, never takes
any notice of his own, which, in their turn, however,
are carefully related by his companions and disciples.
In the long series of ecclesiastical history, does there
exist a single instance of a Saint asserting that he
himself possessed the gift of miracles ? "g The con-
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